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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FOUNDERS GALLERY TO HOST
JAPANESE WOOD-BLOCK PRINT EXHIBITION
"Nagare--Evolution of the Japanese Wood-Block Print," will be
exhibited at the University of San Diego Founders Gallery from
February 11 to March 17.

An opening reception will be held from

7:00-9:00 p.m . on Thursday, February 10.
Founders Gallery is open free of charge to the public on
weekdays from noon to 5:00 p.m. and on Wednesdays from noon to
9:00 p.m.

For information call 291-6480.

The exhibition, selected by Sung Yu of the San Diego Museum of
Art, is on loan from that museum and kindred works will be exhibited
simultaneously at the San Diego Museum of Art as part of a
cooperative, educational venture between the two institutions.
According to

USD Gallery Director Therese Whitcomb, "Nagare"

follows the development of the Japanese wood-block print from its
beginning association with Iwasa Matabei (1578-1650) through artists
of the nineteenth century."
Included in the exhibition are wood blocks, a rare preparatory
drawing by Hokusai (1760-1849) and tools instrumental in the execution
of the technique.

"Nagare" was designed and installed by USO students.
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Exhibition: Feb. 11Mar. 17

"NAGARE--Evolution of the Japanese Wood-Block Print"
In order to show the development of the Japanese wood-block print, Founders'
Gallery will host an exhibition selected by Sung Yu of the San Diego Museum of Art.
The works, on loan from the San Diego Museum of Art, will be exhibited simultaneously
with kindred works at that museum, in a cooperative, educational venture between
the two institutions.
In Japan the prints came out of a school of painting called Ukiyoye--"Pictures
of the Floating World."

Its beginning is associated with Iwasa Matabei (1578-1650).

Until his time painting, just as it was in the West, was mostly devoted to religion
and the enrichment of temples or to the decoration of palaces, with appropriate
subject matter.

Matabei turned from the conventional subject matter of his day and

presented genre subjects which were shocking but appreciated by his generation.
Japanese prints were made by first drawing the design on thin paper, then the
engraver pasted it face downward on a flat block of wood (usually cherry), scraped
the paper away at the back until the design showed clearly, and cut away the wood
in the areas that were not to be inked, leaving the design raised.
printed in black, and the artist filled in his color by hand.

This block was

Later, when color

was printed rather than applied by hand, other blocks were made, raised in those
areas where color was desired.

Rice paste was mixed with the colors to keep them

from running.
The instant pictures could be made so cheaply the Ukiyoye prints in Japan were
available to a large publi~

a

much larger public than could ever own paintings.

These prints came at a time when the Japanese capital Yedo (now Tokyo) and
the old capital of Kyoto were teeming.
and fashions decade after decade.

They were reflections of the popular taste

They were frowned upon by the critics of the

day; but they were made by some of the best artists.

A long line of artists are

now famous for their prints and scarcely known for their paintings.
Among those famous artists whose works are included in the exhibition are
Ippitsusai Buncho (active 1765-1775), Kitagawa Utamora (1753-1806), Katsushika
Hokusai (1760-1849), Utagawa Hiroshigi (1797-1853), Torii Kiyomitsu (1787-1868),
Nichimura Shigenaga (1697-1756), Isoda Koryusai (a. 1760-1890), Igusa Kuniyoshi
(1797-1861), Ikeda Eizen (1790-1848), Isunado Kunisada (1786-1864), and Utagawa
Toyokuni (1769-1825).
Wood blocks, a rare preparatory drawing by Hokusai and tools instrumental in
the execution of the technique will also be exhibited.
The exhibition is installed and designed by USD students in Exhibition Design.
The Gallery will be open noon to five weekdays, and Wednesday noon to nine.

OPENING RECEPTION: Feb. 10, 7:00-9:00 p.m.

